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Narrative Essay 
In a personal narrative, you re-create an incident that happened to you over a 

short period of time.  This incident could be an emotional experience, a silly or 

serious event, or a frightening encounter.  Be sure to include specific details so the 

incident comes alive for the reader.   

 

Pre-writing 

 Choose a subject:  pick a specific incident in your life that you remember 

well, and that made an impact on you somehow  

 Jot down all the ideas and details that come to mind when you recall the 

event 

 Decide on one specific feeling or mood that you want to convey (do you want 

the reader to laugh, cry, feel sorrow, etc…) 

 Using the blank comic sheet on the back, draw pictures that depict the 

incident and the story you will tell about it 

Writing 

 Hook the reader right away by starting in the middle of the action, or 

introduce the people in the story and get them talking 

 Build the action by adding specific details, feelings, suspense, etc…, so the 

reader wants to know what happens next. 

 Add transitions to link sentences and paragraphs 

 Use an “engaging voice” – speak knowledgeably and/or enthusiastically so we 

know you are truly interested in the subject 

 Use specific nouns, vivid action verbs and colorful modifiers 

 Write so that the ideas flow smoothly and so there’s a variation in sentence 

structure and length 
 

Assignment:  Type a 2-3 page narrative essay about a compelling 

event/incident in your life.  Use 1.5 line spacing and 12 point font, with 

normal margins. 
 

Final Draft of essay sent to turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m. _________________ 

Hard Copy of Final Draft with Pre-writing attached due: ___________________ 
 

*****Make sure to spell-check and grammar-check, as well as read the paper out 

loud before printing, to find any typos or sentence structure problems. 


